Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
7:30 pm
Saturday, December 24th

Christmas Day Worship Service
11:00 am only
Sunday, December 25th

Sunday, January 1st, 2012
11:00 am only

We hope you will join us.

.l.
Schedule of

)

Worship Design team will meet

12th. We have been busy planning
our advent series. The Good Faith
Dancers will perform at our 9am
Worship service on Sunday,
December 18th. We will begin
again in January to plan and
review our worship services. If you
have gquestions or suggestions,
please contact our team leader,
Ms. June Karjalainen. We all hope
you will enjoy the advent series
and join us “At the Movies!”
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“Todag in the town of David

a Savior has been born to you;

he is Christ the Lord.” i
Luke

211

+ +)

“Today in the town of David a Savior

- Messiah, the Lord.”

Luke 2.11 NIV

| “Today.” There’s a sense of urgency

in the angels voice, isn’t there?

This birth, this baby, this Savior of
the World whose birth we celebrate
is born “today.” God has interrupted
the “yesterdays” and “tomorrows” of
our lives with the urgency of Christ’s
birth “today.” Christ is born even
now and is being born in the hearts
of many around the world at this
moment. Can you feel it?

There is a sense in which this story
is so “old” for many of us. We've
“been there and done that,” so to
speak. Yet for others, for those who
are encountering Jesus for the first
time through the many ministries of
the Body of Christ, this incarnation
that we celebrate doesn’t simply
take place on December 25th.

It takes place NOW.

You and | have the privilege of mak-
ing every day a celebration of God’s
incarnate love! We don’t have to
wait until Christmas. People who
are hungering to see the authentic
love of God can see it now, today, in
you and in me.

So don’t just wait until Christmas to
celebrate this birth. Celebrate it
today:

In the way you love your family

In the way you live with your
eyes, hearts and arms wide
open to receive those God

In the way that you tell your own stories

In the way in which you work to serve
and bless the village of

In the way you listen, empathetically, to
those whose lives are full of too

In the way you use your meager
resources to feed the hungry, clothe
the naked and serve with the poor.

May we never affirm the incarnation of
God with our heads - giving lip service to a
historical event that we believe truly
happened - and then turn around and deny
the incarnation by the way we live our lives
in the nitty-gritty realities of our everyday
existence.

“Today in the village of
Roscommon, amongst a people
whom God is simply crazy
about, a Savior has been born.
His name is Jesus and he is our
hope and our means of
deliverance.”

Every day has the potential to be packed
with the anticipation that once again Christ
will be born anew. So as we journey to-
wards our annual celebration of this
blessed event of the birth of the world’s
Deliverer, may we commit ourselves to
making every day a celebration of the in-
breaking of God’s love into the world
through his one and only son, Jesus
Christ. Merry Christmas!

LOVE Wins, Today in the
town of David a
Savior has been
é—.'—" born to you...
W Luke 2:11
Pastor Eric ¥
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Greetings in Christ,
THIS 5 " #&
Wow, so far our fall has gone by really
WINTER... fast and we are entering that winter
season. Just remember, with winter comes M) <

Christmas Spring Hill (yeah!).
Our overnight lock-in went great.

Caroling Nothing broke and hopefully many of you Adults needed for June mission
were touched by God'’s presence. trip to Appalachia.
Dec 4th | hope and pray everyone has a June 10-17th!
blessed Thanksgiving and that we all See John McKay if you want to go
4pm remember what we are thankful for.

noer with our youth.
Senior high students, get ready for

at the Brook something “new and exciting.” Our
Cross Connection leaders and | will be

i |
and HI||tOp. working on some new events for all of you.
Remember, there is a mission trip in the
works.
i il- Junior high students, get ready as
Sprlng Hill Spring Hill materials will be arriving to your
Senior High houses very soon. There are also some
special things in the works for you too,
January beginning with a spring/summer retreat.
Be blessed, all of you and bless some-
6th-8th one else during the holiday season this
year. |
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Jr High 2%
Februar " &
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24th-26th

:Senior High Spring Hill dates:
I January 6,7,8, 2012

1
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\ Junior High Spring Hill dates ;
: February 24,25,26, 2012 |
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Just as our November newsletter was going to publication, October 25th, we sadly learned of the passing
of Mr. Robert G. Parkhurst, father of our own dear Sue Shoemaker. Please keep their family in prayer.
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Anniversaries

tonth

HATHDA
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12/1 Bob Maclnally  12/12 Kathleen Glover Hey New Members! Do we
) ) have your birthdate and
12/2 Diana Seaman  12/20 Byron Brigham wedding date? Be sure to
12/3 Patti Box 12/21 Shirley Harper update the office with this
information! Thanks
12/4 Ginny Britton =~ 12/22 Lynn LeFevere )
Dave Trombley 275-5577 or email at
12/7 Sue Shoemaker office@gsumc-
12/25 Carol Zimmerman
12/8 Gordon Archer rOSCOMMOn.com
12/27 Lois Byrd
12/9 Greg Jaynes
Nancy Wingate 12/28 Jan Richardson
12/10 Alva Delleree  12/29 Russ Willobee *‘%
12/11 Mike Bowles  12/31 Seth Patchin Eeaaast
Delores Cox ; ,Ma\
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Sundays:

Dec 2nd
Dec 9th
Dec 16th

Dec. 4th

“A Christmas Story”

“Rudolf the Red-Nosed Reindeer”

“A Christmas Carol”

“God and the Movies: Our Culture, Christmas and Christ.” The Sunday morning
worship messages will reflect the lessons learned.

“The lllusive Pursuit of the Perfect Gift”

Dec. 11th “Finding Your Place When You Don't Fit In”
Dec. 18th “From Bah Humbug! To Hallelujah!”

Please join us this Advent season for an enjoyable journey.

We hope you are enjoying Friday night at the movies! 6:30 p.m. with popcorn & soda!
Don't forget the rest of our film schedule:
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“For the love of money is a root of about anything to obtain it, and i one and love the other, or he will be

all kinds of evil” (1 Tim. 6:10). we think about money more thar devoted to the one and despise the
anything or anyone else, we like other. You cannot serve both God

How would people describe you? are guilty of loving money. In the and Money.”

Are you one who “loves” money? situation, it has become a “god”

Is your life marked by a continual to us, and we bow at its altar in  Or as Jesus would say, “He who has

inordinate concern about and continuing service in order to ears, let him hear.”
striving for money? If so, then obtain more and more of it.

perhaps you are one who truly

“loves” money. If you are determined to get rich,

no matter what, before you
Money is neutral. It is neither gooc continue that lifestyle, read Paul

nor bad. What matters is our admonition to Timothy in 1st
attitude towards it. If we view it as Timothy 6:9-10. Consider
means to an end, a means of Solomon’s counsel in Proverbs

exchange, and something God cai 11:28 and Ecclesiastes 5:10-11.
use in our lives to bring gloryto  And think about the words of the
Himself, then we probably do not Lord Jesus in Matthew 6:24, whe
love money. On the other hand, if said, “No one can serve two

we are always wanting more and masters. Either he will hate the
more money, if we will do just

Money istheroot >
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/ 0 ENDOWMENT FUND STATUS
(1 ( $18,707.00
) (October 31st, 2011)
C ) Could you add to this amount? Call, Sharon Boushelle at

989-275-6131with any questions.
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“Thanks be to God for His Indescribable Gift!”
2 Corinthians 9:15

“Are you ready for Christmas?” How many
times do we hear or say these words during the
Advent season? In most cases we are thinking of
how close we are to completing our gift list.
However, Advent is also the time to focus on the
gifts God has given each of us to be used in
service to bless others and fulfill the Greatest
Commandment to love God and love others.

The Shepherding Team seeks to find
various ways to bring Jesus' command to “Love
God and Love Others” to the family of God here at
Good Shepherd.

Jesus told us that above all else, our
relationship with the Lord is most important. When
we have that “vertical” focus we are placing God
firstin all areas. The Shepherding team tries to
help us “keep looking up” by providing opportuni-
ties for spiritual growth and intentional discipleship.

The small groups, Bible studies, and
prayer ministries offer opportunities for each of us
to grow in our love for our Lord. Have you been
blessed by being a member of a small group or the
Tuesday morning Bible Study? Have you enjoyed
the presence of the Lord in our prayer room, or do
you have a “Living Stones” prayer list that you use
to lift others before God's throne daily? These are
all opportunities we have to grow in our relationship
with our Lord.

The Shepherding Team also seeks to help
us in our relationships with one another. Jesus
said that this is how we will be known as His
disciples, if we have love for one another. The
Shepherding team seeks to keep us connected to

+)

one another by fellowship groups, our Pictorial
Directory, our beautiful new Welcome Center,
outreach ministries, and other occasions to serve
others and celebrate our Oneness in Christ.

You don't need to be an “official” team
member to use your gifts to bless others. If you can
take a turn in the prayer room before the Sunday
service and spend a few minutes praying for the
ministries of Good Shepherd, if you can give a
smile and greeting to others at the Welcome
Center, or if you can help by making phone calls
and enlisting others to serve, it would be a blessing
to many.

Our present team members are Reva
Love, Nona Brigham, Myra Gentry, Cindy Edwards,
Gay Dimock and Pastor Eric. We are always look-
ing for new ideas and people excited about God
and willing to love and serve others. Will you join
us? Contact one of our team members, or our
church office. We would love to have you use your
God-given gifts to spread His joy at Good Shep-
herd!

“The service that you perform is not only supplying
the needs of God's people
but is also overflowing in many expressions of
thanks to God.”
2 Corinthians 9:12

Roy and Alva Delleree want to thank everyone who so willingly gave to Pennies for Potatoes
this year. We have reached our goal of $610 with more to come! We also want to thank our
Cross Connection youth, the UMM and Women of the Bible for their donations. What would
we do without all of you?

A gentle reminder that Riverhouse Shelter is always in need of sheets and blankets (twin
size) and also pillows. Baby diapers, various toiletries for both children and adults are also in
short supply.

Thank you for all you have donated this year. God Bless you.




+)

D

149 W Robinson Lake Rd
Roscommon, MI 48653
989-275-5577
Fax 989 275-4413
Email:
office@gsumc-roscommon.com
Website:

www.gsumc-roscommon.com
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